ADOPTED – NOVEMBER 12, 2024

AGENDA ITEM NO. 5
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION REQUIRING FREE SANITARY PRODUCTS IN COUNTY OWNED PUBLIC RESTROOMS

RESOLUTION #24 – 520

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, the Equal Opportunity Committee, and Women’s Commission were tasked by the Ingham County Board of Commissioners to increase accessibility within the County; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County finds that soap, toilet paper, and menstrual products are all instrumental to the general health and welfare of the public; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County also finds that ensuring that such products are readily available in public restrooms will help prevent the spread of germs, reduce the transmission of bloodborne pathogens, and improve the general public welfare; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County can increase accessibility and end period poverty by requiring all County public restrooms to provide menstrual products free of charge and thus aligning with the County’s Mission ‘To improve the quality of life for Ingham County residents and work to ensure every person is treated with respect and dignity’; and
 

WHEREAS, sanitary products are defined as menstrual pads, tampons, or similar products for menstruating individuals in restrooms located in buildings owned and operated by the County that are available for public use; and

WHEREAS, the Facilities Department is responsible for the managing and maintaining public restrooms and will provide all sanitation products at no cost to the user of that public restroom; and

WHEREAS, all sanitation products required will be placed within the public restroom and be openly accessible to users of that public restroom; and

WHEREAS, the Facilities Department estimates the cost not to exceed $32,000, with ongoing costs to be determined and adjusted based on utilization; and

WHEREAS, the Facilities Department is requesting $32,000 from the Contingency Fund to be moved to the Facilities budget to cover this expense; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County continues to provide high quality services in an efficient manner that embraces accessibility, equity, and inclusion.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby requires Ingham County to provide free sanitary products in public restrooms located in buildings owned and operated by Ingham County.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board authorizes the transfer of $32,000 from the Contingency Fund to the Facilities Department Janitorial supplies line item 101-23303-776000 for the purchase of the necessary products.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all County restrooms will be appropriately equipped with trash receptacles to properly dispose of sanitary products, including all restrooms designated as gendered, non-gendered, single-person use, and family use – this does not include temporary restrooms provided by the County (i.e., port-a-johns).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make the necessary budget adjustments.
COUNTY SERVICES: Yeas:  Peña, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Pawar, Ruest
         Nays:  Schafer     

Absent:  None                                  Approved 11/07/24

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Lawrence, Maiville

          Nays:  None     

Absent:  Morgan, Johnson     
 Approved 11/06/24
